smart buys

upwardly

Mobile
Smart gear for the
smart tech shopper

Whether you’re going
for a run or cooking
up a storm, you can
store a few hundred
of your fave tunes on
the watch and control
playback to your
cordless headphones
from your wrist; no
phone required.

NEXUS 5X
Smartphone

Google got into the phone hardware
business just to show everybody else
how to do it properly, and the Nexus
phone range has certainly set the pace
for the last few years. The 5X is built by
LG and it’s the more affordable option,
with a tough, durable plastic back plate
that feels great in hand, but still comes
fully stocked with top-end chips and a
beautiful screen. There’s a snappy fingerprint sensor on the back, and it uses the
very desirable new USB-C standard.

SAMSUNG GEAR S2
Smartwatch

Samsung was the front runner in
the smartwatch race. The first few models
were odd shapes and sizes, with a strange
mix of features and flaws, but those early
efforts are starting to pay off now. The S2
does a few important things well, such as
activity tracking with heart-rate monitoring
and phone noitifications, but as a more
mature technology, it has stopped trying to
be all things to all people. The lower profile
design and round face make up a properly
stylish statement, and the rotating bezel is
a far easier way to navigate than purely by
touch and tap. Also, the battery lasts nearly
two full days.

What’s Missing? Battery life is good
enough, yet somehow one expects better
from Google’s optimised Android installation.
Verdict Geeks will be delighted that Nexus
phones receive new Android versions first,
and have none of the bloatware. It’s stylish,
light and tough, with no corners cut, but it’s
certainly not the price bargain it once was.

What’s Missing? There are a few must-have
apps for the S2, although the watch faces on
offer are pretty cool. Unlike the Apple Watch,
the lack of a speaker means you can’t take
calls on your wrist. Actually, maybe that’s not
such a bad thing.

5.2” screen, 12.3 MP, 2 GB RAM,
4G, 32 GB storage, fingerprint
sensor, USB type-C, Android 6.0
R5 500, store.orange.co.za

Verdict The S2 offers real functionality beyond
the novelty of a smartwatch, and although still
very early days, it’s clear that Samsung will be
a powerful player in this space.
1.65” screen, 512 MB RAM, 4 GB storage,
rotating bezel interface, water-resistant,
heart-rate monitor, wireless
charging, Tizen OS
R4 200, samsung.com/za
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Google’s top phone
is the Nexus 6P,
made by Huawei,
which sports a full
metal body and
more processing
power than the 5X.
But, at R11 300, it
also costs more than
twice as much.
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GARMIN
FORERUNNER 630
Fitness watch

The Forerunner range caters to the serious
runner, and the full-featured 630 stops short
of the tri-athlete and hard-core adventurer.
That means it does all your basics well, such
as timing every aspect of your run and using
GPS to plot your route, but new app features
crunch your running data to help you train
and rest effectively towards your personal
best. We like that the new breed
of sports watch now also does
daily activity tracking such
as step count, and displays
notifications and messages
from your phone, so you have
a reason to wear this gear all
day (and all night for sleep
tracking). With an all-plastic
body and weighing just 44g,
it’s amazingly light, too.

HUAWEI MEDIAPAD T1 10
Tablet

Huawei’s reputation for great value is waning
slightly in light of its more expensive, more
flashy recent product roll-outs, but this tablet
still delivers on the original philosophy of wellpriced functionality. It’s a lightweight and slim
aluminium body with a long-lasting battery
that’s further improved by Huawei’s power
management software. It does everything
you’d expect from a budget tablet, but not
much more.

What’s missing? It’s not the prettiest package,
– the display doesn’t get bright enough and
isn’t responsive enough for our liking.

What’s Missing? The camera isn’t great
(although you shouldn’t really be taking
photos with your tablet anyway!) and, at
8 GB, there isn’t enough on-board storage
for serious users. This version of Android is
three years old already.

Verdict There’s a bunch of high-end features
for every runner to grow into, and adding
features via the phone extends your watch’s
capabilities even further. But, while it does
activity tracking, even including cycling,
it is probably best suited for the very
serious runner.

HISENSE H7
PURESHOT LTE
Smartphone

1.23” colour screen, GPS, activity
tracking, heart rate monitoring
via included chest strap, smart
notifications, music controls, 44g
R6 500, garmin.co.za

This looks and feels like your typical mid-range
phone, so the cool low price point makes this
something of a bargain. The 8 MP rear camera
and 5 MP front camera perform well enough,
and the serious processor, as well as the 2 GB
RAM make the latest Android Lollipop hum.

The Forerunner 630
is available with or
without the chest
strap, which measures
your heart rate. Adding
heart rate data to your
personal metrics
can revolutionise
your training.

What’s missing? We’re disappointed that
the metallic-looking trim is actually plastic.
Verdict It’s competitive on features and
price with other basic phones, but that’s not
enough to sway South Africans still loyal to
other brands.
5.0” screen, 8 MP/5 MP, 2 GB RAM, LTE,
Dual SIM, 16 GB storage, microSD
card slot, Android 5.0
R3 500, hisense.co.za

Verdict This is a safe bet if you’re looking
for a basic, reliable performer to bolster
your mobile productivity and, thanks to
the extended battery life, it’s good for a
wide range of uses.
9.6” screen, 5 MP, 1 GB RAM, 8 GB storage,
4G, microSD slot, Android 4.4
R3 700, huawei.com/za
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LOGITECH MX MASTER
Wireless mouse

Five years after Logitech held the unofficial
title for world’s best performance mouse,
the MX Master is here to pick up the reins.
There’s a lot of human engineering behind
the simple-looking ergonomics trading off
raw tracking speed and precise control for
long-term comfort, but the real kicker is the
clever scroll wheel. It has its own internal
gearbox, where it switches from ratcheted
scrolling to freewheeling
speed with a single flick
of the finger. And there’s
a button to do manual
gear changes, up or
down, as required.
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DLink DHP 308AV
Powerline AV+ adapter

These network adaptors turn your
wall plugs into LAN ports, so you
can network your PCs using ordinary
three-prong power sockets, and the
data signal travels over the electricity
grid in the walls of your house.

Raise your
productivity by using
the extra side-scroll
wheel, which falls
under the thumb. The
five programmable
buttons will also help.

What’s missing? They’re
two-prong plugs, so you still
need to add unsightly adapters
for SA’s three-prong plug system.
Verdict This networking solution
comes into its own where your WiFi signal
cannot reach. Installation is simplicity
itself, even for non-techies. It’s not the
cheapest way to connect your home,
but its definitely more elegant than
laying cables.

What’s missing? The USB Bluetooth dongle
for the PC doesn’t have a storage slot on the
mouse, so could easily get lost.
Verdict This mouse will run up to
40 days on a charge, so it won’t
drop you as you try to chase the
deadline on that big report. The
specialised Darkfield laser sensor
works precisely on any surface.
But it’s the smart scroll wheel
that clinches it for us.
400–1 600 dpi Darkfield laser
sensor, adaptive scroll wheel,
5-button design, Bluetooth
direct or via dongle,
rechargeable battery
R1 500, logitech.com
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500 Mbps Ethernet,
128-bit encryption
R600, dlink.co.za

DLink DHP 312AV
Powerline WiFi
adapter

Powerline adapters turn your
wall sockets into LAN ports.
But what if you want to
connect multiple devices
or mobile devices, which don’t have Ethernet
sockets? Then this one is useful, as it creates
a WiFi network, but connects back to your
router through your home’s power grid.
What’s missing? Some other
powerline kits include a WiFi
extender in the starter pack.
Verdict It’s better than traditional
WiFi extenders because it doesn’t need to be
in WiFi range of the router, and it’s a neat
solution for networking many rooms at once.
802.11 ac, WPA2
100 Mbps
R1 700, dlink.co.za

